THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

friend, Fielding took no vengeance on Smollett. If he ever
made any specific allusion to the onslaught, it was in "The
Covent-Garden Journal" three days later, where he avowed
his own lack of gall, qnoting a remark of Pope's to which
I have earlier referred: "I can, with great truth, declare,
that I do not at this instant, wish ill to any man living.
Indeed, if a sentiment which I heard drop from the late
Mr. Pope be true, that nature never produced a more
venemous animal than a bad author, I am sure that I want,
at least, one ingredient in that character." Smollett, also,
after firing one shot, retired from the field; and when the
heat of battle was over he recorded for posterity his mature
estimate of his brother novelist, free from passion. "The
genius of Cervantes," he says in his "History of Eng-
land," "was transfused into the novels of Fielding, who
painted the characters and ridiculed the follies of the age
with equal strength, humour, and propriety."*

Fielding's calumniators were like the Hydra's heads.
The moment one was cut off, at least another immediately
shot forth. The morning after Smollett entered and with-
drew from the fray, there appeared Bonnell Thornton to
take his place. Thornton was the son of a Covent Garden
apothecary who sent him to Oxford in the hope of making
a physician out of him. Though the young man gave some
attention to medicine, such talent as he really possessed
tended towards literature of the lighter sort. In the course
of time, he became very well known among the minor jour-
nalists. Dr. Johnson thought him clever and diverting.
A good Latinist, he translated into blank verse several of
Plautus's comedies. But his forte was nonsense, jest, and
caricature. Since taking his first degree in arts at Oxford
in 1747, he had been on the town, with little or nothing to do.
By 1750 he had fallen in with Christopher Smart, to whose
periodical called "The Student, or, the Oxford and Cam-

* "Continuation of the Complete History of England/' 1766, II, 160.
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